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growth. But " revelation" cannot possibly be re-
duced to scientific order, either in se or in combina-
tion with rational non-prophetic propositions; its
growth is cumulative, like that of a ritual or of a
mythology, (u] The Authority of the Church is like
that of Conscience; it is not that of a society against
the individual, of the right (still less of the might) of
the many against the one; it is not juridically or
physically coercive. I injure myself, but not the
Church, by refusing her teaching. It is the authority
of goodness, of spiritual, not of intellectual necessity.
God does not speak as a "witness" in court, (v) The
appeal to the primitive Church is partly right, because
the Spirit was then at its purest; partly wrong, because
the interpretation of the Spirit was in its crudest stage,
and plainly in terms suited only to that time and
place; yet it possesses a normative value in its prin-
cipal parts, (w) Like much of the Catholicising
process, theology is an attempt to substitute rule for
spirit; to develop artificially and mechanically what
should grow naturally.
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